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Places to eat and visit
Please call/check internet on open days and hours especially during these Covid-19 times. Many restaurants only have take-out menus at the present time. Some may have limited openings.
NORTH

Shohola Civil War Train Wreck (northeast of Skytop Lodge) approx 35 miles)  1​1⁄2 miles (2.4 km) west of Shohola PA..   http://www.elmiraprisoncamp.com/the-great-shohola-prison-train-wreck/
Historical site of the Civil War train wreck where a trainload of Confederate Prisoners were being transported to Elmira, NY from Maryland and collided on a blind curve with a loaded coal train going the other way at a blind corner. The Great Shohola train wreck occurred on July 15, 1864 during the American Civil War on the broad gauge Erie Railroad 1 1⁄2 miles west of Shohola, Pennsylvania, killing at least 60 people. Aboard the 18 car train were 833 Confederate prisoners of war and 128 Union guards from the Veteran Reserve Corps. The prisoners were being taken from Point Lookout, Maryland to newly constructed Camp Rathbun at Elmira, New York, built to house 10,000 inmates. The Union Army guards ordered the Confederate soldiers to dig a mass grave along-side the railroad track for the Confederate and Union dead.  The Confederate prisoners built make shift coffins from the rail car timber wreckage.  As many as two and three of the Confederate dead were placed in each coffin, whereas each Union Army guard that was killed was placed in an individual coffin.  These graves remained beside the Erie Railway tracks until June 11, 1911 when the remains were reinterred in the Woodlwan National Cemetery in Elmira, New York.  
Tunkhannock Viaduct, Us-11, Nicholson ( Nicholson  Viaduct)  ---Skytop Lodge to Nicholson  viaduct approx 55 miles   To avoid Scranton   https://goo.gl/maps/3CJngFarYrVux5PA7

Forksville General Store & Restaurant  West of Scranton    approx 100 miles west of Skytop Lodge (west of Scranton)  historic place with steaks and hoggieswww.forksvillestore.com  22 Bridge St, Forksville, PA 18616. Note Eagels meer is very close and has a nice Ice cream store but no good lunch spot  . also in the area is a small air museum eaglesmereairmuseum.org   https://goo.gl/maps/n7DGYGW7wFYc75on8

Rt 87 and 120 loop via picture rocks .Just in case to need more saddle time. I stopped rt 118 . shortest way back is through Scranton    https://goo.gl/maps/pWHhViBCmLwYBY5z8

Steamtown National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service) and Electric City Trolley Museum   4 Lackawanna Ave  Scranton PA 18503  35 Miles     https://www.nps.gov/stea     Scranton PA 18503-2018. Phone: 570-340-5200.
You'd feel heat from the firebox, smell hot steam and oil; you'd hear the whistle, feel the ground vibrate, and watch as one-ton drive rods turned steel wheels. Remember the sound of "chuff-chuff" from the smokestack? Today, you can learn the history of steam railroad transportation, and the people who built, repaired and rode, as we work to preserve a special era in America's industrial history!

Lackawanna County Coal Mine  ---1 Bald Mountain Rd, Scranton · (570) 963-6463  35 Miles Northwest of Skytop, A little north of Scranton.    Descend slowly into the earth in a mine car as you enter the old Slope #190.  Watch the sky slowly disappear. Soon you’ve reached “the foot”.  Then explore 300 feet beneath the earth through an anthracite coal mine originally opened in 1860.  Accompany a miner in the winding underground gangways and rock tunnel past three different veins of hard coal, past the mule boy and the nipper, past the monkey vein and the dead chute. Listen as he explains the fascinating methods used, and the heroic efforts involved, in deep mining’s history. https://www.lackawannacounty.org/index.php/attractions/coal-mine
The Lackawanna Coal Mine Tour is open from April 1 through November 30 and is closed on Easter Sunday and Thanksgiving Day.  The box office opens at 10:00 AM. While waiting for your tour you can watch our introductory video about mining in our theater that is located in the interpretive center where the tickets for the tour are sold.  Phone numbers: 1-800-238-7245 and 1-570-963-6463 | Email: coalmine@lackawannacounty.org  Just ask at the box office for the next available tour. The last tour leaves between 2:30 and 3:00 and you must arrive no later than 2:00 to be scheduled for the final tour of the day. 

Gertrude Hawk Chocolates 909 Keystone Industrial Park, Throop, PA 18512 – approx 30 miles   Excellent chocolates. This is one of their Outlet Stores selling first line as well as “seconds”   In the rear left corner of their store they have bargain including 2 for 1s, and very discounted packages. I usually spend $20 to fill up a bag and take to club meetings. gertrudehawkchocolates.com  Open usually 10a to 5pm every day.
Nay Aug Park
1901 Mulberry St Scranton PA 18510

Houdini Museum
1433 N Main Ave   Scranton PA  18508

Old Forge for famous Old Forge Pizza:
Revello’s Pizza    502 S Main St   Old Forge PA 18518

Salerno’s Café
139 Mossic Rd Old Forge PA

Ragnacci’s Family Restaurant
507 S Blakely St Dunmore PA  18512

Carmella’s
140 Erie St  Scranton PA  

Nonno’s Pizza & Restaurant
6 Radcliff Dr  Moosic PA 18507

WEST
Bills Old Bike Barn    https://billsbikebarn.com/  located at Rear 7145 Columbia Blvd.,Bloomsburg, PA 17815 (This is US Route 11 northbound off of Interstate 80. : 570.759.7030   70 miles
Located in the wooded grove, on the hill just behind Bill's Custom Cycles...the parts shop, Bill's worked to make his dream materialize. Nestled there you will find his museum Bill's Old Bike Barn a true collection of vintage motorcycles and Americana memorabilia.
At a glance, the green metal pole barn appears to be a storage building constructed to house equipment for the long harsh winter. Stepping over the threshold you are in yesteryear. First thoughts are, "Not in your wildest dreams!" You're in an old barn circa 1800, that was purchased in a nearby town. Painstakingly dismantled piece by piece, transported and reconstructed inside the building. Some of the beams are 40-50' long including the ladders.
The 16' ceiling is now home to the thousands of posters and signs Bill was forced to remove from his shop when he and Harley went toe to toe. His 1947 Harley Davidson, Allentown, PA neon sign towers sixteen feet above the 1961 Moto Guzzi one and a half ton dump truck which was totally restored. It's known to be the only one in the U.S.A.. Bill's collection also includes a 1941 Police UL ,49' Hydra Glide, 37' Indian Chief and a 37' Knucklehead, circle the truck and glisten under the light of a seven foot Indian sign.
Thursday & Friday from 10 AM - 6 PM 
Saturday from 9:30 AM - 3 PM
Sunday from 1 PM - 5 PM
Davis Covered Bridge
Route 371 off Rte. 42 Catawissa, PA 17820   WEST    570-784-8297 Distance approx 90 miles
Named for a local farmer who lived nearby and worked on the bridge, the Davis Covered Bridge spans the North Branch of Roaring Creek in Cleveland Township. It was built in 1875. 

Esther Furnace Covered Bridge
40-50 Esther Furnace Rd Catawissa, PA 17820    570-784-8279 approx 80 miles 
Built in 1881, the Esther Furnace Bridge crosses Roaring Creek. It is another good example in the county of Queen Truss construction. 

Josiah Hess Covered Bridge
Township Rte. 363 Orangeville, PA 17859  570-784-8279 approx 85 miles
Built in 1875 and named after a local farmer, the Josiah Hess Covered Bridge is 110 feet long and of burr arch construction.
 
Jud Christian Covered Bridge
Route 685 Millville, PA 17846   570-784-8279  approx 85 miles
Built in 1876, Jud Christian Bridge was named for a local farmer. Today the stone abutments and wood ribbing of the roof are in excellent condition

The Blind Pig Kitchen   Distance 77 miles
 236 Iron St, Bloomsburg, PA 17815      Phone: (570) 784-2656  
Cuisine: American    Not to far from Bills Old Cycle Barn

Hogs Hollow Saloon
1459 SR Route 93  Berwick PA

Fog & Flame Craft Coffee
34 East Main St    Bloomsburg  PA 17815

Marley’s Brewery and Grille
1323 Columbia Ave  Bloomsburg PA 17815

West End Ale House
117 West Main St  Bloomsburg PA 17815 

Forksville General Store & Restaurant 
Address: 22 Bridge St, Forksville, PA 18616


SOUTH 
Centralia (southwest) is a borough and near-ghost town in Columbia County, Pennsylvania, United States. Located at intersection of PA 61 and 42. Approx 90 miles…Its population has dwindled from more than 1,000 residents in 1980 to 63 by 1990, to only seven in 2013 —a result of the coal mine fire which has been burning beneath the borough since 1962. Centralia, which is part of the Bloomsburg–Berwick metropolitan area, is the least-populated municipality in Pennsylvania. It is completely surrounded by Conyngham Township. All real estate in the borough was claimed under eminent domain in 1992 and therein condemned by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. State and local officials reached an agreement with the seven remaining residents on October 29, 2013, allowing them to live out their lives there, after which the rights to their houses will be taken through eminent domain.  
On the south side of town (as you go to the top of the hill on route 61.. find  a parking place on the side of the road… walk over the bank (burm0 and you will see abandon warped asphalt road with holes and smoke emanating from them.)  The fires still burn today.   
Hermy’s BMW, 69 Centre St., Port Clinton PA 19549  (610) 562-7303 approx 90 miles, located near Interstate 78 Allentown Pa area.  Open 9a-6pm Tuesday – Friday.;   9a-4pm Saturday;   closed Sunday and Monday.
Yuengling Brewery 420 Mahantongo St, Pottsville, PA 17901—approx 90 miles. Come tour Yuengling, America’s Oldest Brewery, a short drive away in historic Pottsville, PA. Experience nearly 200 years of American brewing history. Discover our famous hand-dug caves that were used for beer fermentation before refrigeration and our iconic brew house with its breath-taking stained glass ceiling. Check out how we survived Prohibition at our adjacent creamery business and current gift shop & tasting room. 
Brewery Tour Hours   April through December:
June – December 
Monday – Saturday:
10:30 am- 3:00 pm*
 Sunday:  Closed
 
* Tours are by appointment only starting Friday, June 19.,2020  Weekday tours run every half hour.  Last tour starts at 3:00 pm.. Reservations via website  https://www.yuengling.com/visit-us/

Jim Thorpe Pa –Approx 45 miles.  This town is nestled in a steep ravine along the Lehigh River and is known as the “Little Switzerland of America” although I know Ouray Colorado claims that also.  Having been to both many times, the 13,000 foot mountains and majestic scenery around Ouray have no comparisons in PA.   That said, this is a neat little touristy town with a Scenic Railway train ride that could easily be included with a lunch stop. Lots of nice restaurants are located very close to the train station which I used as the destination for this ride.   It runs short excursion trains 4 times a day and the schedule for 2018 had them at 11:00, 1:00, 3:00 and 4:30 on Saturdays in July.  There are lots of great little restaurants in this town as it attracts Motorcycles, Tourists, Mountain Bikers, Rafters and Kayakers from all over.  I will include links about the town, Scenic Railway plus the two route segments. 
It has history (Asa Packer mansion, coal miners strikes brutally put down, etc), a neat main street, outdoor sports and some decent places to eat.  Molly Maguires is a usual lunch stop for me.  As you may know, in some time in the 20th century, the town changed its name to that of the famous Native American athlete to boost tourism, and persuaded his widow to allow his body to be moved to a site just outside town.  
Martin Guitar factory in 510 Sycamore St, Nazareth, PA 18064   40 miles https://www.martinguitar.com/about/visit-us/ As a visitor on the factory floor, your guided tour will show you how our guitars come to life through the hands of the craftsperson. Explore the art of guitar making, from old world tools to our state-of-the-art facility. Follow a guitar from rough lumber to a finished product which requires more than 300 steps to complete.  Tours last approximately one hour. Open for tours 10-4pm weekdays. Closed Saturday and Sunday in July  (as of June 2020. Martin’s is still closed)

EAST (& Northeast)
Erie Hotel in Pt. Jervis (http://theeriehotel.com/) 9 Jersey Ave, Port Jervis, NY 12771
Phone: (845) 858-4100 is a cool place to have lunch. Port Jervis is about 50 miles.

Hawk’s Nest ride area  Route 97, Port Jervis, NY 12780 Route 97 to Hawk’s Nest: ride route with many curves and view points above the Delaware river separating NY and PA.
Fort Decker Museum
127 W Main St, Port Jervis

Elks-Brox Memorial Park
Route 42/97 West from Port Jervis, turn right onto Skyline Dr off Rte 97

Riverside Creamery 5 Water St, Port Jervis, NY 12771   Phone: (845) 856-8560   featured in Backroads Magazine (https://www.riversidecreamery.com/).
 
Erie Hotel
9 Jersey Ave  Port Jervis, NY  12771
    
Dimmick Inn - 101 E Harford St, Milford, Pennsylvania 18337 Approx 30 miles Northeast of Skytop. On the way to Port Jervis on the Delaware River.

Malch’s Fish Fry 
586 Rte 6 209 Milford PA
